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; Oraithalesy being a very extensive branch of Natural History, complete works on 
that subject, if well executed, must be attended with very great expence to the pub- 
lisher, and consequently must cost an high price to the purchasers of copies. 1 
hope, therefore, it will not be unacceptable to the lovers of Songbirds, to be 
Hossessed of an History of these alone, Separated from all the rest. | 
No one who takes a walk in the fields in a Summer morning, can fail of being 
agreeably entertained by the Feathered Warblers, and may perhaps return with a 
| wish to be informed in the history of the individuals which have bs Pleasure 
7 50 refined and so exalted a lind. 

Tue country gentleman, who is desirous to know hs Species of Birds they are 
which with their song so agreeably enliven the trees in his avenue, or the shrubs 
in his wilderness, may not be willing to go to the enormous expence of a general 
History of Birds, with figures faithfully drawn, and coloured from nature. 

The lady who gives place in the apartments of her house to a few pretty Song- 
birds; may wish to be informed of their manners, nests, eggs, food, places of resort, 
Sc. Sc. in a wild State, or state of nature ; ; at the same time having no desire 
to acquaint herself with the history of the vulture, the cormorant, the crow, the 
- gull, the booby, the dottrell, Ec. Sc. 

The Nests of Birds, containing the Eggs, faithfully copied from the natural 
subjects, will not, I trust, be unacceptable to ladies, to ornithologists, and to 
all those who find pleasure in contemplating the works of nature. 

The Eggs on many of the British Birds, are excellently figured in a API 
work off British Birds, now publishing by Mr. Lewin. These were pdinted 
from the natural uljects in the late Portland __ most of which subjects 
dere 
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were collected in Yorkshire, and communicated to that noble redoaitory by mes 
The natural history of a Bird can no more be perfectly known, whale we are in 


any part ignorant of its nest, eggs, food; habitation, &c. than we can be said per- 
fectly to understand the natural history of a moth or a butterfly, at the same time 


that we are ignorant of the caterpillar on the 5 TO which this 1 or | 


that butterfly was produced. 
Birds, considered in respect to the deck of nr Shape, 8 eb. ans 


brilliancy of their colours, are doubtless zuperior to any other class in the brute 


creation, Where can we find a more beautiful piece of mechanism than in the 


wing of a Bird displayed, or even in a single feather, when minutely examined * 


There is an easy and elegant «weep in the outline which circumscribes a Bird, per- 
haps not to be found in that of any other animal, and the beautiful arrangement of 


the feathers in every part claims our admiration. *T is pity to observe, that in 


most figures of Birds, the feathers are either wholly disregarded, or else most wilely 


| . mangled, most wickedly deranged. 


In describing the nests, though I have mentioned the materials wikich composed 
the individual under notice, it must not however be understood, that the same 
Species of Bird always strictly confines itsel , to the same materials, though in 
general we find it so; for I have seen many instances to the contrary, one of 
which ¶ will give as I find it in my notes concerning Birds. On the tenth of May, 
A. D. 1762, J observed a pair of goldfinches beginning to make their nest in 
my garden ; they had formed the groundwork with moss, grass, &c. as usual, but _ 
on my Scattering small parcels of wool in different parts of the garden, they in a 
great measure left off the use of their own stuff, and employed the wool 3 after- 
ward, I gave them cotton, on which they rejected the wool, and proceeded with 
cotton; the third day I supplied them with fine down, on which they forsook both the 


other, and finished their work with this last article. The nest, when completed; 
as $0mewhat larger than is usually made by this bird, but retained the pretty 


roundness of figure, and neatnes3 of workmanship, which is proper to the gold- 


 finch. The nest was completed in the ꝓace of three days, and remained unoccupied | 
for the space of four days, the erst egg not being laid till the Seventh FLY from 


beginning the work. 
The descriptions of the Birds, thigh plain and simple, are n true, 


being made l from a close examination of the Birds themselves. If they 
be 
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be fend to 4 with the e given by others, as of course they must 
in little particulars, it must be observed, that the colours "of some Birds vary 
according to age, some Species not arriving at the perfect State of their feathermg 
till three or four years old. I have endeavoured, however, to make choice of 
the most perfect subjects, and as I found W in their wild State, not — 
or mutilated by being confined in cages. 
In the same genus or family of Birds there is 4 Ws Similarity or agree- 
ment prevails amongst the Species, in the figure and situation of the nests, as well 
as in the materials of which they are composed, and the eggs which they contain. 
The various Species of larks compose their nests of dried grass and hair, 
placing them on the ground. Linnets chuse out some low bush, and compose their 
nests of moss, hair, and down. Finches nestle in some prickly shrub or tree, and 
fabricate their nests with small sticts, moss, woot, roots, hair, and feathers. 
Wrens and most of the summer warblers hide their nesis under brakes or bushes 
near the ground, in walls or hollow trees, and make use of fern; moss, grass, hair, 
and feathers. But be the matter of which the nests are composed, or the place 
where they are found, what they may, there is in every Species something peculiar e 12 8 
to itse l, in the sixe, form, and habit of the nest and eggs together, by which any | 
one that has well observed them, is enabled to say with 1 on * of the 
nest and eggs, to what Bird they belong. 
The Eggs, in some species, are Subject to variety in respect of colour ; the tit. 
lark, for instance, is a perfect Proteus in this particular, not only in separate nests, 
but in the same individual. I have seen nests of this bird with ſive or six eggs, 
and not two amongst them precisely alike, either in the markings, or the hue of 
colour. The Eggs of the lesser field-lark are also variable in colour. 
Tze greater and lesser crested larks, though said to be natives of Yorkdire, 
3 are rarities I have not yet been able to aaa though I have for many 22 
8 made diligent Search after them. 5 
E 1 That the male birds in the 5kylark, the lesser field-lark, and the woodlark, have 
a power raising the feathers on the crown, in form of a crest, and that they do 
erect them in breeding -time, I very well know ; but as to what are called crested „ - 
larks, if specifically distinct from these, are birds with which I am unacquainted ; | 
and if any one will favour me by sending fair Pecimens of them, alive or 44 the 
obl:gation Shall be gratefully * by me. 1 
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Tf the keepers of cage birds should find fault with this essay, because I have not 
allotted a particular chapter to the diseases and cure of each Species, I would re- 
Jer them to a well-known little book of Songbirds, by Mr. Eleazar Albin, where 
they will find enough said on this subject, most of which he transcribes from Ray's 
edition of Willoughby's Ornithology, as Ray before him had done from other 
writers on the subject, as far back as to the time of Aldrovandus and Gesner. 
Such of the Songbirds as abide with us all the year, feed on various kinds /s Seeds, 
l | fruits, and insects. The goldfinch, chaffinchz linnets, Sc. delight in the 5eeds of the 
—_ various Species of thistle, ragwort, groundsell, and other downy Seeded plants. The 
yellou- hammer, bunting, reed-sparrow, &c. on grain, and the seeds of grass and 
reed. Thrushes on berries, worms; small snails, and beetles, of all which a Sufficient 
supply may easily be obtained during the warmer months ; and if the keepers of cage 
birds would be at a little pains to provide them with their natural ' food, it would tend 
much to the health and value of those birds ; whereas they arg ten destroyed, or 
_ -$poiled, by feeding on old musty seeds, stale sour bread, and pulrid water. The 
summer warblers must be fed with animal food, of all which the various Pecies 
97 flies, brought to them alive, are the most agreeable. | 
But in one, as well as the other, your success chiefly depends on te yp 
and sweetness of their food and water, in not giving them too large a quantity at 
. one time, and too long neglecting them at another in placing them in an ary, | 
well-lighted room; in Securing them from the severity of the winter's cold, and 
Screening them from the scorching heat of summer; in keeping their apartments 
free from cats, mice, or other vermin ; and in keeping their cages, cups, boxes, 
and every thing about them, at all times, perfectly Sweet and clean. | 
At the heads of the descriptions I have given the Linnæan names of the Birds, 
with references to the Systema Naturæ of that Author; and at the end of the 
other volume will be given an index, with references to the figures of Authors. 
The second volume, which completes the work, will contain the same number of 
Plates as this, and will be published in due time. 
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STURNUS VULGARIS. 


Linnæi Hot. Nat. 290. 
THE STARLIN G, OR 8 TARE. 8 1 
PLATE IJ. _ . 


Te st Starling i in Shape 1 resembles 7 common. kk 
bird, but is inferior in size. The bill -is compressed, Des, 
: broad at the tip; in the cock of a pale yellow, in the 
hen dusky; - the irids of the eyes are brown, paler o on 3 
the upper side. EY 
The head, neck, back, throat, breast, and belly, are 
black, with-a gloss of purple, varying into green, muy 
bright and ghistering. : | 
The feathers are narrow and pointed, aol those on 2 
the neck, back, rump, and on the thighs, in the male 
bird, are tipped with a brownish colour at their extreme 
points. In the female these spots are paler, larger, and 
more numerous, being extended over me whole head, 51 
neck, breast, and belly. Dy 
The first quill feathers of the wing are of a a 
black, with narrow borders of a pale brown. The sec- 
ond quills are of the same colour, with a shade of a 
darker hue near the tip. The covert feathers glister with 
green, and those next the shoulder of the wing are some 
of them pointed with brown. The tail is shorter than 
that of the blackbird, a little forked, and of a dusky 
black; the feathers have narrow borders of a pale brown. 
The legs and feet are of a yellowish flesh colour; the 
1 clas horn colour, with black tips. 
wil . Their food is worms, beetles, and various kinds of 
Wil berries, and in this part of the kingdom they seem to be 
particularly fond of those of the“ berry-bearmg-heath, 
crowberries, of which I have given a figure, win its fruit, 
at the bottom of the plate. Bs: 


F Empetrum nigrum, 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE STARLING. 
PLATE II. 


Starlings make their nests in old buildings, such as 
castles, towers, &c. and sometimes in the clefts of rocks. 

The nest before me is formed of straw in the lower 
part, in the middle with a coarse kind of hay, and the 


inner coat or lining of fine soſt hay, with a few feathers. 


The whole is a rude and loosely compacted fabrick, 


neither firm nor handsome. 


In this nest was four eggs, about the size of hoe of ö 


the throstle, they are of à pale bright 2285 with a cast 


2 of green, and are destitute of spotsJ. 


The Starling is not valued for his own song, but or | 


the beauty of his plumage; for his ene and e 


in learning to Whistle or to speak. 


Those who; wish to have good birds for caging, 
should have them taken out of the nest at three or four I 


days old; for if they are suffered to remain ten or 
twelve days in the nest, they will retain, for their whole 


lives, too much of their own harsh notes and disagree- 
able scream. | 
As soon as they are taken out of the nest, they may 
be kept in a small basket, with soft dry moss. Let them 
be kept reasonably warm, and fed often, giving them but 
little at a time. Let the ms be renewed every 17 and 
let them at all times WW ka 
care depends your su f 
wish them to learn, should 
them, from the first day you 


ich tunes or notes as you 
played or Whistled to 
ke them out of the nest. 
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TURDUS VISCIVORUS. 


Lin. Syst. Nat. 291. 5 | | 
= 55 o THE MISSELBIRD. 2 
| * ä | 9 5 PLATE III. „ 
[ 1 | | 
| : | This « is the «da; of the British song birds, . ten 
1 inches and an half long. My figure in plate the third is 
a little reduced to bring it within compass. The bill is 


short and strong, the upper chap pretty much curved, 
and of a black colour; the lower is dusky at the point, 
and horn coloured at the base. 

Between the bill and the eyes is a bed of white downy 
feathers, and several upright black bristles grow about 
the base of the bill. The inside of the mouth is yellow, 


1 the eyes brown, and the feathers Wings cover the ears 
"el are of a pale colour. 

10 Ihe head is of a dusky ash chin with a strong cast 
. of olive, the back and rump are olive colour, the latter 
106 more yellowish. 

10 The tail consists of twelve feathers of the same colour 
= as the back, except the two outmost on each side, 
100 which at the tips are clouded with white. | 
10 The lower side of the bird, from bill to tail, is white, 
. with a dash of yellow brown on the sides of the breast, 
1 and under the wings, and all the white part is beauti- 
1 fully spotted with black spots of various shapes; those on 
Will — the throat and upper part of the breast are triangular, 
11108 on the lower part oval or ens hat an and towards 
10 the tail lunated. 

Wl The legs and feet are yellow, the claws are pick 
1 very much curved, and sharp pointed. 

1 Ihe wing is olive- coloured, the first and second quills 
1 having white tips. The coverts have broad white mar- 
WM 1 gins. Feeds on the berries of * misseltoe when it can find 
bi them; it also eats insects, bilberries, haws, and other 
. small fruits, like the rest of the thrushes. 

0 | * Viscum album, | 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE MISSELBIRD. 


V - 


The M bird . commonly places her nest in an 
ash tree, at the coming out of one of the branches, a 
good height from the ground. In the nest before me 
the first lay consists of several kinds of moss, hay, stalks 
of dried plants, &c. which being brought in grbat plenty, 
and disposed in a very rugged manner, constitute the 
chief part of the fabrick. Upon this follows a lay of 
plaster, composed of clay mixed with cow's dung, 80 
well tempered together as to form, when dry, an hard 
tough shell of about half an inch thick. Upon this is 
laid another covering of soft dry grass, which is neatly 
platted both in the cavity and all round the borders 
of the nest. The diameter of the cavity is about four 
inches, the depth not fully two. 
This nest was built between the triple division of the 
branch of an ash tree, and hung all round with the * 4. 
liverwort, so as to hide it on every side. On removing 
it I found that some part of the- liverwort grew from 
the tree above and round about the nest; but the greater 
part of it was very. artfully wove in with the grass and 
moss on the outer margin of the brim, and left to hang 
loose about the sides of the nest, just as it hung on other 
parts of the tree. By this artifice the bird often secures 
b her nest, concealing it from the gape of the ignorant 
country bumpkin, or the prying eye of the mischievous 
school-boy. How cunning is nature in the * 
and preservation of her species! 
0 She lays four eggs of a dusky flesh colour, having a 
1 cast of green, and large spots of brown or purple. The 
1 Misselbird is the earliest of our song birds. In the 
month of January, if the weather is mild, he sings most 
sweetly; his song resembles that of the throstle, but his 
Pipe 15 sweeter, and his notes more mellow. 
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'TVRDUS MUSICUS. 
Shot. Nat. a6 


8 o G THRUSH, OR THROS TL. * 
PLATE Wy 


© 2 7 e : = - 
* * \ * * . = * 8 
* 5 8 
F 2 a " : ; 
\ : 
, 1 


Toe! pill is an hs long, the upper indndible of a 5 


dusky colour, the lower yellow. The mouth within yel- 
low, between the bill and eyes is a pale coloured spot, 


and between that and the throat a dark one. e eyes 


aare brown, large, very bright, and piercing. 
The cron of the head, the back, and TY upper 8 
side are of a pleasing olive colour, in some places inclin- 
ing to the yellow, as about the lower part of the back, 1 in 


others more dusky, as about the head. 


9 
1 


4 


42 
| ; 
| 


In the Wings are eighteen quill 1 oC; a dusky 


olive colour, with palè coloured edges. The first and 


second covert feathers have white tips, the feathers un- 


der the wings are a kind of pale flame colour. 


The whole underside of the bird, from bill to tail, „ 


| white, -with only a faint dash of olive colour on the 


sides of the breast, and the throat, breast, and belly ele- 


gantly Spotted with black * of various figures, as in 


the last species. 


© The tail consists of n * feathers of a * 2 
= olive colour. The legs and feet are of a light horn 


colour, the toes long and slender, and the claws black. 


The Throstle feeds on insects and berries, is fond of 


the different kinds of bilberries. I have * N 
of the * cranberry 1 in flower, and with fruit. 
The cock bird perches on the uppermost twig of the 


n 


3 tallest trees, and sings stoutly from March to September. on 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE SONG-THRUSH. 


al has 


OT TIC | 


_ - PLATE VI. 


huddled together in a loose and negligent manner. 


I!) he inmost coat or lining is made of a mixture of ly 
and rotten wood, with a few slender blades of withered _ 
grass to bind it together. This coat, in the nest before 19 

me, is near half an inch thick; upon this plaster the | 

eggs are laid, no grass or soft covering being put upon ; 


it, as in that of the blackbird, misselbird; &c. _ 


„The eggs are of a beautiful pale blue, with a cat 
of green, and marked with a few distinct purple spots. 


The cock is distinguished from the hen by the ge- 
eral hue of his colours being brighter and stronger, par- 
ticularly by the light - coloured line which passes from 3 

re tha to the eyes being whiter in the cock, and the 


loured line being darker. 


| : F 
* = 
* 


Song-Thrushes generally build their nests in some 

close thicket, or low bush, near the ground. The out- 
side is formed of small sticks, withered leaves, grass, and | 

various kinds of moss. Plenty of these materials are 77 
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TURDUS MERULA. 
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THE BLACKBIRD, OR 0UZLE. 
PLATE VII. 


'F he bill is an inch long, in the cock of a fine bright 
gold colour, in the hen dusky towards the point, yellow 


towards the base. The inside of the mouth is yellow, 
the eyes are brown and very bright, the circle round 


them yellow. 
The whole plumage of the cock, in old birds, 1s an 


intense steady black without glossiness. The hen is 


of a dusky black, inclining to brown; the throat and 
upper part of the breast excepted, which are of a dull 


dirty white, spotted with black. 
The wing is composed of eighteen Cars of which 


the second order of quills are remarkably large and 


broad. The tail consists of twelve feathers, and when 


displayed is fan-shaped, the outer feathers being shorter 


than the middle ones. The legs and feet 2 are black, or 


of a very dark horn colour. 
The Ouzle is a solitary bird, accompanying with 


his mate only in breeding time. He inhabits solitary 
and rocky woods near rivulets; and when surprised in 


his lonely haunts, flies from the presence of the intruder 


with an hideous loud scream. Their food is insects and 


berries, and they seem to delight most in the * hawthorn, 
The attitudes of the cock are bold and majestic, par- 
ticularly when he feeds. Stooping, displaying his tail, 


turning his head this way and that, and * his eyes 


on every side as to avoid a foe. 


* Cratzgus oxycantha, 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE BLACKBIRD. 
PLATE VIII. 


The Blackbird breeds in solitary places, and conceals 

her nest very artfully in the bottom of some close bush 
near the ground. The nest before me was built in an 
hawthorn, where it was concealed by 3 


branches. 


The outside is composed of various kinds of moss, 


which is wove and platted, together with blades of 
grass, dried leaves, &c. These are brought in plenty and 
firmly bound together. Upon this is a coat of plaster, 
composed of a mixture of clay and cow's dung, well 
wrought and tempered together. And over this a soft 


covering of the dried blades of hair-grass, which is 
neatly wove and platted together in the bottom and 
sides of the cavity, as well as upon the brim of the nest. 

In the nest was four eggs of a dusky blue green, with 
numerous small points of a darker colour. 


The Blackbird sits concealed while he sings. In 


breeding- time, his whistle is so loud and shrill as to 
make the dales re-echo. When two. are singing 
at the same time within hearing of each other, they 
will contend in song like the nightingale, each keep- 
ing silence alternately 2 the other has repeated his 
song. 

The Ouzle, as well as other birds of the thrush kind, 
when taken in traps, or otherwise, are easily Wein 
by being put in large cages with tame birds of the same 


species, placing for a few days, haus, hips, worms, &c. 


in the cage, still giving him fewer and fewer every day, 
and in the space of a fortrught he will wean himself, 
and take the tame birds' food. 
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THE RING-OUZLE, OR HEATH-OUZLE. 
PLATE IX. 
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- "Es bird, in n shape and size, is equal to the le or 
blackbird. In the bird before me, the pill is of a yel-- 
low ochre colour, except the point, which is dusky. 
The mouth is yellow within, The eyes a dark brown. 

The whole upper side of the bird, from bill to tail, is 
black, with a cast of brown somewhat bright and shining. 
Ihe head is of a fuller black than the other parts of the 
body. The quill feathers of the wing are the same 
colour as the back, except their exterior edges, which 
are white. The first and second coverts also have white 
edges. The tail is composed of twelve black feathers, 
with pale coloured 8 
On the breast of the cock i is a ed mark of 4 ; 
clear white, terminating in a point on each side of the 
neck; else the whole underside of the bird is the same 
colour as the back. The hen differs from the cock, in 
— that the mark is not white on the breast, but of a dusky 
brown. The colour of the back is more fuscus. The 
feathers on the breast have grey borders, and- the bill 
18 dusky. Flie feet * legs i in oe are * a * 
horn colour. 
These birds sometimes visit the mountainous parts 
of the West Riding of Vorkshire, where they breed. 
They come in April, and leave us in October; but 
whence they come, or whither they go, I know not. A 
remarkable circumstance is, that they do not visit us 
regularly every year. Sometimes a few Pairs visit my 
neighbourhood, sometimes they come in plenty, and 
sometimes for the space of two or three years we see 1 
them not. They feed on fruits and insects. I have figured nl 
the flowers and fruit of the * mountam-as/, or "TRI = 
tree. 


* Sorbus aucuparia. 
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NEST AND-EGGS OF THE RIN G-OUZLE. 
PLATE X. 


The nest I described was composed of many small 
sprigs and branches of heath, mixed with moss and 
dried stalks of plants. These were plentifully bestowed 
on the bottom and sides of the nest, and with them 
the figure and cavity thereof was formed; within this 


was à coat of plaster, composed of mud mixed with 


small blades of grass and fibres of roots, and upon the 


plaster was another coat of fine soft grass, which also 
covered the brim of the nest, and was very neatly and 
smoothly laid, as in the nest of the blackbird. 


The eggs were four in number. In size and colour 


much like those of the blackbird, but are splashed with 


broad spots of a red brown, by which they are at once 
distinguished from the eggs of that bird. N 


The outside of the nest was quite covered with dried 


oaken leaves, warped or sewed to the other materials 


with blades of grass, fibres of roots, &c. 


This nest was built on the ledge of a rock, about six 
ground, artfully hid amongst nn 


feet from the 
heath, mixed with fallen oaken leaves. 


The cock sings sweetly in breeding- time. His voice 


is less loud than any of the foregoing ; but it is soft 


and mellow, and he has a pleasing — of nn 


notes. 
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LOXIA PYRRHULA. 
Syst. Nat. 300. 


| Ul 95 Ri — _ _ "THE BULEK INCH, OR NOPE. 
Ul "EE 1 PLATE XI. 


—_—_ © oe” . bill is very thick, short, hooked, and ck The 1 
1 15 i eyes are brown and e The head is of a silky black, 
_ | with a gloss of purple, which colour reaches down to f 
=—_ My the nape of the neck. The back is of a bluish ash colour. | 
_ Ei The rump a pure white. The covert feathers of the tail, 
_ as well as the tail itself, are black, with a purple glos. i 


N __ | 


=_ 1 The first quill feathers of the wings are of a dusky 
=_ black; the second quills, a bright glossy black purple, | 
_— the innermost excepted, which is red on the exterior | 
_ side of the shaft. The greater coverts are black, deeply | 
. . 5 pointed With a pale ash colour. The lesser coverts the | 
| , — same colour as the back. The upper part of the throat, | 
Wl OE and the lower j Jaws, are surrounded with a list of black, | 

i which unites with the black of the forehead at the eyes. 


_ The cheeks, breast, and upper part of the belly, are of a 
| soft reddish crimson. The lower part of the belly, and 
covert feathers under the tail, are white. The tail con- 
sists of twelve feathers of a glossy purple black. 

The Bullfinch is not valued for his own song, but 
for his beautiful plumage, his great docility and aptness 
to take the song of other birds, to whistle after the pipe, 

or even to speax. Their food is insects and the buds 

of fruit- trees, particularly the apple, pear, and peach. 
Therefore they are very destructive to the fruit, when 
permitted to haunt fruit-gardens and orchards. I |} 
have figured the cock © on a branch of the . 9 


or crab- tree. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE BULLFINCH. 
PLATE XII. 


The hen Bullfinch differs from the hk in that "Sl 
breast is not crimson, but of a dusky red brown. The 
back is of a dirty ash colour, and the black of the head, 
tail, and wings, less bright and glossy. == 

She builds her nest in woods, particularly where sloe- 
bushes and crab-trees abound. For the ground-work 


she makes use of a number of small sticks broken off a 
proportionable length. These she places cross-wise on 


the divisions of a suitable branch, and upon these the 
nest 1s built of woody roots, the largest near the bottom 


and round the sides, the smaller within. 3 
The inside, or lining, is made of very fine fibres of 


roots, without any other materials. 
In the nest before me, the diameter of the cavity is 


upwards of two inches and an half, the depth an inch. 


This nest contained five eggs of a pale blue green, 1 


with dark purple blotches, and small red spots. 


Those who would bring up Bullfinches from the 
nest, with a view of teaching them to whistle, or to im- 
itate the song of other birds, should take them about 


four days old; for if they are left to the age of ten or 


twelve days, they acquire some of the harsh notes of 
the ** which they will never * 
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LOXIA CHL ORIS. 
Syst. Nat. 304. 0 


THE GREENFINCH. 
PLATE XIII. 


þ 3® bill 1s thick, straight, and — of Wi 


horn colour, except the tip, which 1s dusky. The eyes 
are brown, the eye-lids white. The fore part of the 
head, and the cheeks round the bill, are yellow, with 
a cast of olive. The head and back are olive, with 
a shade of brown. | The rump inclines more to yel- 


low. The outer borders of the seven first quill feathers 
are of a bright yellow, as are also those of the bastard 


wing. The next quills are edged with a dusky green, 
and the last are wholly dusky. The first row of cov- 


erts are of a dusky ash colour, the second a yellowish 


nn 


green, brighter than the feathers on the back. 
The throat and breast are a green yellow, the belly 


more yellow, and becomes almost white about he | 


thighs. 
The tail is a little forked ,consisting of twelve feathers. 


the two middlemost of a dusky black, except the upper 


part of the exterior margins, which are olive-coloured. 
All the rest are yellow, except about half an inch of 
the lower part, which 1s dusky. 


The legs and feet are of a dusky horn colour, and 


the claws black. 
The colour of the hen is in all parts more dusky and 


dull, and in old birds the feathers of the back and 
breast have brownish dashes down their shafts. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE GREENFINCH. 
„ PLATE XIV. 


The Greenfinch makes her nest in some close hedge 
or bush, more frequently 1 in an holly than any other 
tree. | 
She lays for the foundation a number of small sticks, 
which cross each other every way, in the same manner 
of those of the bullfinch. Upon these, in the nest be- 
fore me, is laid a great quantity of coarse moss, mixed 
with sticks, roots, and cow's hair; and upon these, 
immediately under the lining, 1 is a chick coat of roots 
firmly entangled together, and over these is a thick 
coat or lining of red cow's hair. 

The diameter of the cavity is two inches, the depth 
an inch and an half. The brim of the nest is ragged and 
- uneven, and the whole very roughly fabricated. 

In this nest was six eggs of a pale bluish white, or 
milk and water colour. ae are marked with brown 
and purple spots. ü 

The Greenfinch feeds on grain, berries, the buds of - 
trees, and insects. 

The song of the Greenfinch is harsh and unpleasing; 
but the beautiful colours and fine shape of the cock, 
together with his docility and aptness to learn, renders 
him well worthy the esteem of those who delight! in this 
branch of natural history. 

The Greenfinch is a stout and hardy bird, and not 
subject to diseases, if you keep him clean. They are 
sometimes kept in cages in order to ring a chime of 
small bells. 

They should be fed with rape and canary seeds, for 
that of hemp makes them grow fat and lazy. 
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EMBERIZA MILIARIA. 
Sys. Nat. g04- 


THE COMMON BUN TING. 
PLATE . 


colour. The lower chap has a remarkable rising angle 


on the side, which rests on the outside of the upper 


chap when the mouth is shut. The eyes are brown, 
having a narrow circle of white round the eye-lids. 

The head is large, covered with feathers of a dusky 
olive or lark colour, each — a dark-coloured line 
along the shaft. 


The back and rump are the same colour with the 


head, only they are darker "Wong the middle of the 


fen 


The quill feathers of the wings are dusky, edged _ 
with a pale brown. The covert feathers are also dusky, 


with broad borders of a pale bright brown. 

The tail is a little forked, consisting of twelve 
feathers of a dusky black, with pale brown edges. 

The throat, breast, at belly, are of a dull white, 


with a dark stroke down the middle of each feather. 


These dark spots are more black and distinct on the 


throat and breast. On the belly they become narrow 


and faint, and disappear below the thighs. 
„ legs and feet are of a pale horn colour. The 
claws crooked, black, and sharp. 
The Bunting feeds on grain, and is particularly fond 
of the black oat, an ear of which he will snap off with 


his bill, and taking it to the next wall, will hold it with | 


his foot, while he shells off the hull, and eats the grain, 


145 


The bill 1s large, thick, sharp pointed, and of an Dorn 
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PLATE xVI. 


The Bunting builds her nest in some clump of fern, 
briers, or tall grass, often near the root of some low _ 
shrub. In the nest before me, the outside is composed | 


of straw, small sticks, broken rushes, and moss. The 


whole of the nest is composed of these materials, aave 


that the lining has a few hairs mixed amongst it. 


The whole is looxely and aukwardly put together, 


irregular, and incompact, the cavity is shallow, and 


the brim urregular ang enn 
e eggs are large of the bird. The © 
ground colour is white, and hey are beautifully blotch- = 
eg, spotted, and 'ﬆreaked with black. Some of these 
_ © Spots and scratches are clear and distinct, others are 
dimly seen, appearing as if a blue pellicle was drawn 
 _ over them. This last circumstance is not peculiar to 
the eggs of the Bunting, but common to those of most 
other birds which lay spotted eggs. 


Ihe Bunting continues with us all the year round. 
In winter is gregarious, flying in flocks, and frequenting 


fields of stubble. In breeding-time,. the cock perches 
on the tops of trees, chirping out his ditty all day long. 


His notes are not unpleasant, though low. They are 


more mellow and more varied than those of the yellow- 


hammer. | 


The cock is a bold and stately bird, and well deserves 

a place amongst other birds, either in a cage, or an 
aviary. - RG „ 
The hen differs little from the cock, only her col- 


ours in general are paler and fainter. 
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 EMBERIZA CITRINELLA. 
Set. Nat. og. 


© ELLO W-HAM MER. 
7 PLATE XVII. 


1 bill i is straight, sharp- pointed, of a pale N > Ok 
at the base, black at the tip. It has a rising angle on 


the lower chap, as in that of the bunting, and the rest 


of the genus. The eyes are brown. The tongue chort M 
and thick. The whole head, cheeks, and upper part of 
the neck is of a bright yellow in. the cock bird, each | b 


feather having a dash or line of black down its shaft. 


In some birds there are touches and strains of orange 
colour amongst the yellow. The feathers on the back 


are a mixture of ive: green, and orange colour, with 


a black dash down the middle of each. The lower 
A part of the back is of a tawny orange colour. { 


The first quill feathers of the wing are of a duaky 


black, with yellow edges. The second also are black, 


but with broad margins of a fulvus brown. 
The tail is a little forked, consisting of e e 


ers, with yellow - green edges. The two exterior feathers 


on each side have a large white spot on their inner 


webs. 


The throat i is yellow. The Lag yellow-green, with 7 


orange strains down the feathers: The belly and cov- 
ert feathers beneath the tail, are yellow. 


The legs and feet are horn colour, the claws black. 
The hen differs from the cock, in that her colours 
are much duller in all parts, and in having the head, 
&c. of a brown green, where the cock is yellow. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE YELLOW-HAMMER. 


8 PLATE XVIII 


1 build their nests about the borders 
of woods, placing them on or near the ground, under 


the shelter of some bush or low shrub. 


In the specimen now by me, the outside is formed 


with broad blades of withered grass, fragments of leaves, 


dried stalks of plants, and various kinds of moss. These 
are well and closely compacted together, and with them 
the cavity is formed, and the general shape of the nest 
constructed. The lining consists of a thick coat of small 
fibres of roots, mixed with a few hairs. The diameter of 
the cavity 1s near three inches, the depth an inch and 


an__ 8 . 


'The Yellow-hanager live Gr or five white eggs, 


with blotches and scratches of a brown purple colour. 


In winter they fly in flocks. They teed on insects, 


on grain, and the seeds of plants, and in spring are fre- 


quently « seen pecking about the catkins of the * hazle- 


: tree, birch, alder, &c. They also devour spiders and 


small beetles. I have figured the cock on a branch of 


the hazle- tree in blossom. 
The song of the Yellow-hammer 1s not excellent, 


though not unpleasant; it is short, and not much varied, 


but is ingeminated with boldness and spirit; and the 
fine shape and pretty colours of the cock bird suf- 


ficiently recommend him to all the lovers of this most 


beautiful part of animated nature. 


® Corylus avellana, 
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EMBERIZA SCHCENICLUS. 
Syst. Nat. 311. | 


THE REED-SPARROW. 
PLATE XIX. 


Ta bill is n 4 of a duky Jolie. 

colour, and has a rising angle on each side of the lower 

chap. | 

The eyes are brown, having a narrow circle of White 
downy feathers round them. 

The head of the cock is black. The cheeks brown 
red. Round the neck is a white ring, which takes its 
rise at the angles of the mouth on each side. The back 
is of a tawny brown, with a black line down the middle 
of each feather. About the rump there is a mixture of 

ash-colour with the brown. The quills are of a fuscus 
brown, with rust-coloured edges. The first and second 
covert feathers of a fuscus black, with broader edges, 
and tips of a rust- colour. The chin and throat in the 
male are black, the breast and belly white. On the 
sides, the middle of the feathers are dusky. 

The tail is a little forked. It consists of twelve 
feathers, of which the middle two are black, with red 
edges; the three next, on each side, are dusky, with red 
edges ; the fifth is white on the out border, and the 

sixth wholly white. 
I he hen has no black on the head or throat, and the 
general hue of her teathers 1s paler and duller than that 
of the cock. „ 

The cock sings pleasantly. His voice, as well as his 
notes, are much finer and more pleasing than those of 
any other bird of the same family. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE REED-SPARROW. 
PLATE XX. | 


The Reed-sparrow makes her nest near some river, 


lake, or pond. Sometimes concealing it amongst edges, 


fern, or rushes. Rarely, she suspends it between the 


stalks of the common * Englisfi-reed, as in the instance 
before us. The nest I now describe was suspended 


between three stems of reed, the leaves whereof were 


drawn together in such manner as to form a slight kind 
of lattice-work, upon which the foundation of the nest 
was laid. The nest almost wholly consisted of broken 


pieces of dried rushes; the stronger placed near the 


bottom, the finer round the brim. A few sprigs of 
moss were mixed here and there amongst the rushes, 


and the whole artfully bound together with the blades 


of the growing reeds, The lining consisted of plenty 
of cow's hair, The reeds grew in a still pond, and 
the nest was placed about a. foot above the surface ao 
the water, 


She lays four or five egos of a dull white, very pret- 


tily veined, and spotted with dark purple. 


The Recd-sparrow feeds on insects, on corn, on the 


seeds of grass, and reed. 
The cock conceals himself while he sings, and war- 
bles out his song in the night as well as the day. 
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FRINGILLA CARDUELIS, 
| Syst. Nat. 318. 


THE GOLDFINCH. 
"PLATE LIT. 


"Pu bill 1s straight, sharp- pointed, aid of a idle yel- 5 
low, except the tip, which is black. The eyes are 
small and brown. Round the base of the bill is a list 
of small downy black feathers, which on each side runs 
up to the eyes. The forehead, throat, lower Jaws, 
and cheeks, are of a bright Shining blood-colour. 

On each side of the face is a bed of white feathers 


extended above and below the eye. The crown of the 
head is black, a list of which colour falls down behind 


the white, on each side of the face. The back part of 


the head, the neck, the back, and rump, are red-brown, 


with a cast of chesnut. The coverts of the tail are 
black, with white tips and edges. | 


The tail consists of twelve feathers. The two mid- 
dle ones have white tips. The two outmost have each 
a white spot on the inner web. All the rest of the tail 


is black. 


The quill anden are black, having white tips, and 
half the length of their exterior edges of a lovely yel- 
low. The lower half of the larger covert feathers are 
of the same yellow. The breast is of a reddish brown. 


The belly and under coverts of the tail white. 


The Goldfinch feeds on the seeds of aggregate flow- 
ers, particularly those of the various species of thistle. 
I have figured him feeding on the common * Spear 
thistle. 


* Carts lanceolatus. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE col DTH. 


PLATE XXII. 


Goldfiriches sometimes build their nest in 1 


bushes; sometimes, as in the present instance, on the 


extreme branch of some tall tree, where they can con- 


ceal it among the leaves. | 

_- This nest was built ona branch of the greater * map-- 

. hleebree; commonly called plane-tree, or sycamore. 

Several leaves were displayed like an umbrella over 
the nest; others hung down about the _ thereof, 
The tree was at that. time in blossom. . 

The outside of the nest consists of various - Ends of - 


moss, very neatly platted together with small blades of 
dried grass, and a- few small roots. The next coat 


consists of down gathered from the receptacle of the 
common f dandelion, mixed amongst which I find many 
of the yellow florets of the aggregate. The innermost 
coat or lining consists of very fine down, mixed with. 
a few small fibres of Wots. 

The depth of the cavity is an inch, the diameter 


5  litle more tha two inches. 


The Goldfinch lays five or six 3 Ie are 


_ white, marked with spots of a dark brown-red, as 


figured on the. Holton: of. the. plate. -. 


4 Leontodon taraxacum: 
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' FRINGILLA CELEBS. 5 
Syst. Nat. 318. e 


THE CHAFFIN on. 
PLATE xxIII. 


Toe bill is straight, sharp at the point, vie u 


black. The base is of a yellowish horn colour. The eyes 


are brown, the eye-lids pale. The forehead is black. 


The crown of the head and hind part of the neck of a 


bluish lead colour, which colour is extended down the 
sides of the neck almost to the throat, where it ter- 
minates in a point. The upper part of the back is a 
red brown, with a cast of olive. The lower part to- 
wards the tail a yellow-green. 5 


The first quill feathers of the PR are Black, with i 
the extreme edges light- coloured. The second quills 


are also black, having the edges green. The tips of 
the larger coverts are white. The lesser wholly white, 


which form two clegant bars of white on the extended 


wing. 


The throat, breast, 4 and . are of a 
pleasant red- brown. The belly and coverts under the 
tail are white. „ 8 
The two middle feathers of the tail are of a dusky 
ash-colour, with green edges. The two outmost on 


each side partly white, all the rest are black. 


In the hen, the head and breast are of a dull olive 
colour, and her colours in general are obscure and dull, 


in comparison of those of the cock. 
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5 NST AND EGGS OF THE CHAT NI. 
PLATE XXIV. : 


Chaffinches build their nests in hedge bushes, most 
frequently in the hawthorn; but that Wien I described 4 
was built in an * Holly- tree. ; 

The outside is made of fine soft green moss, wove 
and platted together with wool, cotton, and spider's 
webs; and amongst these, here and there, a piece of 
the common t grey-liverwort. The next coat consisted 
of slender blades of fine dry grass, and the inmost coat 

or lining is made of cow's hair, with a few feathers 
here and there. The diameter of the cavity is two 
inches, the depth an inch an half. . The whole is very 
neatly made, and smoothly finished, round, soft, and 
pretty. _ 3 

The eggs are five- or six in number. They are of | 
a bluish white, splashed and spotted with purple. 7 

The Chaffinch sits on high trees while he sings. 
His song is short, but sprightly, and is ingeminated 
with courage and boldness. The cock is frequently 
kept in cages, as well for his song, as for the beauty of 
his plumage. 

The Chaffinch feeds on seeds and grain, assembles 
in large flocks, in winter, mixing with the yellow-ham- 
mer and the bramblin. Their haunts are stubble fields, 

and in very severe weather, farm-yards, where they feed 
among the chaff and refuse of the corn; hence they get 
the name of Chaffinch. In Vorkshire this bird is 
known by the name Bullspink. 


* Ilex aquiſolium. + Lichen perlatus. 
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FRINCILLA SPINUS, 
Syst. Nat. 322. 


THE SISKLN, OR ABERD4 VINE. 
PLATE XXV. 


The bill ; is hojk straight, arp-pointed, and yellow, 


except the tip, which is black. The eyes are a bright 
brown, the eye-lids pale. Over each eye is a narrow white 
line. The head and upper part of the neck are of a very 
dark green, with a black Pot ON the middle of each 
feather. 

The middle of the back is seit but less dark than 


the head. The lower part of the back yellow-green. 


The feathers in both having black strokes down their 


shafts. 


The first quill feathers are dusky, having their 1 
webs green. In the second quills, the lower half of 


each feather is yellow, the upper green. The greater 


and lesser coverts are dusky, with ! edges. 

The throat, breast, and belly, are yellow-green; 
stronger towards the head, paler near the belly; and 
the feathers on the sides of the breast have dusky 
coloured lines down their shafts. 

In the tail are twelve feathers; the middle two are 
black, with grey tips; the upper half of all the rest are 
of a bright yellow; the lower half black, with grey tips. 

The feet and legs of a dark horn colour, the claws 


black. 


The hen wants the dark colour on the 3 The 
vellows are dull and faint, and the breast and belly 
paler and more e spotted than in the cock. 
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EGGS OF THE SISKIN, OR ABERDAVINE. 
- PLATE XXV. 


The nest K of this bird I have not had: an oport by 
of examining. I am informed from Westmoreland, 
that the Siskin breeds in that county ; that it builds 


its nest in juniper bushes, and inhabits only those 


places where these bushes grow in plenty; that it 


feeds upon the buds or berries of that shrub, and goes 


away before winter. 
The eggs are white, near the er end marked 


with a few purple blotches; in other parts with small 2 


| E spots or points. 


The eggs from which 1 took m my Gare and descrip- 


tion, were brought from Berlin, and were preserved in 


a cabinet, and placed i in a shell, as 5 represented 1 in the 
plate. 1 
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Ny Thc bill is «i at the base, sharp at the pak: ths | 
upper chap of a dusky black, the lower a yellow horn 


cast of ash-colour, and a black, or very dark brown | 
stroke down the middle of each feather. 


3 the second are also black, but with the edges brown. 
with pale brown edges. 


'Y with a few dusky touches pointing downwards. 


white. 


stroke under his throat, not always. 
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Brisson 3—121. 


co LINVNET. 
PLATE XXVII. 


colour. The eyes are brown. The head brown, with a 


The feathers on the back are red- -brawn, with ablack 3 
stroke down the shaft of each. N 3 
The first quill feathers are black, with white edges; LE 


The greater and lesser covert feathers are brown, 
The throat and upper part of the breaxt are white 1 


The lower part of the breast is of a bright shining „ 
crimson colour, edged off with a cast of orange. The 
belly and covert feathers under the tail, are a mes . 


The tail consists of twelve en and is a little = 
forked. The two middle feathers are shorter than thge 
rest, and black, with red- brown edges; all the rest are 
bordered with white. The cock has sometimes a black 


The legs and feet are a dusky black, = 
The hen wants the crimson colour on the breast. 
The white feathers in the wing and tail are less bright, 
and the general hue of colours more cd than those 
of the cock. i 

The Linnet feeds on downy seeds. 1 have Figured 
the * water ragwort, with the birds, on plate XXVII, &: 


'* Senecio aquatica. 


4 
4 
* 


. 


0. SER ad abate d 


A OT ˙ ö 


NS 


* 


D. N Nr 8 e 


- 


* e „ 55 


- 
2 


— —— 7 a en 


= = — 
_ W — 1 ꝓ— — — 


CESS —— . ˙ h 


1 


— —— — — 


———— p ——— 


C FA = . a a. = = = 
8 * by = 
6 
— 7 
« * W 
— - 
— 
» = 
- 
4 
- 
. 
* 
6s 1 
* 
* 
» 
- 
: =- 
/ 
% 
> 
OY 
_ 
. 
* 
9 
x . 
- 
- 
- 
- 
= 
* * 7 
8 - 
Ad * 
* 
. 
$ * 
* - 
” 
of 
y 1 
* 
, 
_ LY 
f 
= 
» 
- 
* 
3 
— 
— 
I - 
4 - 
- % F 
- * 4 
— 
s 
— 
2 
* 
— 
# - - 4 
” * 
* 
5 2 
. - 
: 
. 
* 
1 
: 
- 
1 
* 7 


* 


— —— „ — > 
* 
” 
- 
, 
. 
. 
” 
- 
- — 
; * 
i - 
# 
9 
& 
p ” 
* * 
” 
- 
ew 
- —— 5 
* 
8 x * - I 
PR 
FR y 
” 
. * De 
« 5 hk OR 
- 
— 
* 
— 
— = — 4 
a = 4 
, 
* 
2 4 
* 
+ 
— 
- 
. 
I \ 
. = 
«- F 
* 
: 
ff 
Ws 
. 
* 
= 
- 
* 
* 
- 
5 
5 
» 
* * 
- 
4 
= — 
— 
— = 
” 


— ——„V 
18 
1 
— o 
* 
. 
- 
; 
4 
- 
7 
- 
4 
— 
— 
— 
6. * 
- 
. 
wn? 
es 
- 
— 
* - 
. 
p 
* 
4 ; 
- 
* 
1 
* 


= _ 
W , — 
= A 
* 
. 
„ 
a - 
8 
- 
* 
* 
* 
9 
1 
4 
8 
* 
= 
: 
* 
4 


_— 


— 


. 


28 


NEST AND EGGS OF THE LINNET. 
PLATE XXVIII. 


The Linnet inhabits dry, barren, and hilly grounds, 
where there is plenty of heath, furze, and other low 
bushes, in which she makes her nest. The specimen 
before me was built in a low branch of the * black-thorn, 
or sloe-tree, which was at that time in blossom. 
The outside of the nest is formed of dry stubble 
mixed with hay. The middle coat is formed with 
finer hay, mixed with hair, very firmly and neatly 
platted together. The inner coat or lining consists 
of hair, wool, and the down of the seeds of willow, over 
which is a lay of fine fibres of roots. The whole is 
a neat piece of work, round, well finished, and very 
handsome. 

The eggs are white, with a cast of blue, spotted more 

or less with purple spots. 
The Linnet gives place to few birds i in point of song. 
His tone is mellow, and his notes sprightly, artfully 
warbling into the plaintive strain, and returning again 
to the sprightly, with the greatest address, and most 
masterly execution. 

The Linnet, in his wild state, feeds on the downy 
seeds of rag -worts, thistles, &c. When kept tame, on 
hemp, rape, or poppy seeds. The cock is one of the 
most common birds kept in cages, and the method of 
treating him so well known, that nothing needs be said 
of it here, only I would at all times recommend clean- 
liness, pore water, and sweet sound seeds for food. 


* Prunus insititia. 
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FRINGILLA CANNABINA. 
Syst. Nat. za s. 


c TER RED-HEADED LINNET. 
P LATE XXIX. 


, on bill is short, thick at the base, and charp-pointed. 
It is of a yellowish horn colour, except the Up, which 


is black. The eyes are brown. 
The crown of the head is a deep shining blood- 


colour. The rest of the upper part of the head and 


neck, of a brown ash-colour. The cheeks pale brown. 


The back of a red-brown, with a black mark down the 
middle of each feather. The rump is a paler brown, 
and the black marks are less visible. | 
The first quill feathers of the wing are black, four 
or five of the principal having their exterior edges 
white. The second quills are a dusky black, with brown 
edges, and both the one and the other are light-col- 


oured at the points. The coverts are brown, with pale- 


coloured tips and edges. 
The throat and upper part of the breast are a dull 


white, with small dusky strokes down the feathers. The 
lower part of the breast is tinged with a fine blood- 
colour, similar to that on the head. The belly is of a 
dusky white and unspotted. 

The hen wants the crimson on her head and breast. 
The white in the quill feathers 1s less bright, and the 
brown in the back and wings more dull and fUSCUS. 
The legs and feet are small, and of a dark horn colour; 


the claws black. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE GREATER 
*  RED-HEADED LINNET. 


PLATE XXX. 


These bits like the common linnet, inhabit steep, 
rocky, and barren grounds, where is plenty of heath, 
furze, broom, and such like small bushes. 
They build their nest near the ground, forming the 
outside of various kinds of moss, hay, and stalks of 
dried plants, adding some stout fibres of roots to 
strengthen the work. These materials are brought i in 
plenty, and firmly platted together. 
The lining is a thick coat, made of the down gathered 
from the catkins of the female willow- tree. In the nest 
I now describe, I find many seeds still adhering to the 
down. The whole is neatly made and finished. 
In the nest were six eggs of a De — colour, 
spotted with purple spots. 
The song of the Red-headed 1 is mean, but his 
beauty entitles him to a place in the esteem of those 
who are fond of pretty little birds. 
In winter they are gregarious, assembling in flocks, 
sometimes mixing with the common linnet, goldfinch, 
Kc. 
Their food is seeds and grain, particularly the seeds 
of ragwort, and the various species of thistles, 
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8 FRINGILLA LINARIA. 
Syst. Nat. 322. 


RED-POLE, OR LESS RED -HEADED LINNET. 
P LATE XXXI. 


"Eh ts bill 1s sharp-pointed, and short. The upper * 


black at the tip, all the rest of the bill yellow. 
The eyes are brown and very bright. The forehead 


is of a bright shining crimson colour. The back part 


of the head, the neck, and back, quite to the tail, are 


of a red=brown, mixed with touches of hicelour. 


The middle of each feather being brown, the edges 
ash-colour. | 
The quill feathers of the wing are of an uniform 

dusky black, with pale-coloured edges and tips. 

The covert feathers, both greater and less, are of the 
same colour, with deep white tips, which make two 
white bars across the extended wing. | 

The tail is forked, consisting of twelve feathers. The 
two middle ones shorter than the rest, and pointed, 
having brown edges. All the rest black, with narrow 
edges of a pale brown. 

The cheeks, 1 in the male, are white; in 5 S 
rusty brown; in both, the throat, just under the bill, is 
dusky. 

In the cite the lower part of the throat, and the 
breast, are of a fine shining crimson; in the female, of 
a dirty white, with a faint dash of crimson on some of 
the feathers. The female has sometimes a few pale 


crimson feathers on her forehead. The belly, in both 


the one and the other, is of a dusky white, The legs 
are small, short, and of a brownish colour. The claws 
sharp and black. | 

The bird in many parts of the ener is known 
by the name Redpoll. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE LESS 
RED-HEADED LINNET. 


PLATE XXXII. 


The Redpoll, or Less Red-headed Linnet, builds her 
nest in heath, briers, or low bushes. The nest before 
me was built in a branch of * common broom, just at the 
time when the buds were swelling for leaves, as repre- 
sented in the plate. Below the nest I have thrown a 
sprig of broom flowers by way of decoration. 

The outside of the nest consists wholly of dried 
stalks and blades of grass, neatly folded and interlaced 
together. The lining consists wholly of willow down, 
but between this and the outside is an intermediate 
coat or stratum of small roots, and a few hairs. This 
nest, as well as some others, are beautiful to admira- 
tion; and it is not without regret that I find myself 
: under a necessity of tearing them to pieces, in order 
to give faithful descriptions of them. 

There was five eggs in the nest of a dusky green- 
blue, thickly spotted at the big end with small purple 
spots. 

The song of the cock is mean, but in beauty he 
gives place to none of the British Linnets. 

Our birdmen here call it chisaree, in imitation of a 


particular cry it makes 1 in breeding- time. 


F 1 scoparium. 
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LA CABARET. 


Brisson g— 142. 
THE TWITE. 
PLATE XXXI1I. 


Ei bill of the male is entirely yellow, i in the rents 
dusk; it is short, straight, and sharp-pointed. The eyes 
are brown. The cheeks are a pale brown, which col- 
our is continued round the eye. The feathers on the 
head and upper part of the back are black, with brown 
edges. Those of the lower part of the back are also 
brown, but in the male are glossed over, as it were, 
with a beautiful shining scarlet or crimson colour, but 
not so in the female. 

In the bird before me, the three [RE quill feathers 
of the wing are wholly black, the next five have their 
outer edges for more than half their length white, and 
all the second order of quills, as well as the greater 
coverts, have light-coloured tips; the lesser coverts are 
the same colour as the back. 

The tail consists of twelve feathers, all af them ob- 
liquely pointed. The two middle ones shorter than the 
rest, black, with red-brown edges. The three outmost 
on each side have their exterior borders white. 

The throat and upper part of the breast are of a faint 
dusky red, with dark strokes down the middle of the 
feathers. The belly and covert feathers under the tail 
are white. The legs and feet are black. The claus 
curved and sharp at the point. 

The Twite goes 1 our birdmen by the name 
Grey Linnet. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE TWITE. 
PLATE XXXIV. 


The Twite, like the rest of the linnets, inhabits low 


bushes and shrubs. The nest, which now lies before 


me, was found in a chrubbery, on a low branch of the 


* berry-bearing alder. 


The bottom or foundation of. PO nest 1s ; made of a 


mixture of moss, hay, and stubble. These are brought 


in plenty, and laid loose and flat. On this bottom the 
sides and brim of the nest are formed entirely of roots, 
the larger and stronger placed on the outside, the smaller 


and finer within. They are warped and entangled to- 


gether with much labour, but being of an hard woody 
nature, they close so ill together, that the light shines 
through every part of the nest. 55 

The lining consists of very fine roots, amongst which 


a few black hairs are mixed. 
In this nest was six eggs, white, with a faint cast of 


blue, marked with pale red spots, and brown zigzag 


scratches, as figured on the plate; by this mark alone 


the eggs of the Twite are distinguished from those of 


all the other linnets ; all the rest being marked with 
spots only, these with spots and scratches. 

The Twite, like the rest of the linnets, feeds on the 
seeds of plants, particularly those of the aggregate 
downy flowers. In winter they assemble in flocks, 
mixing with other small birds; and being caught, soon 


become tame and familiar. 


* Rhamnus frangula. 
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FRINGILLA CANARIA. 
Sys. Nat. 321. : 


THE CANARYBIRD. 
PLATE XX XV. 


Tue Canarybied; though not originally a British spe- 
cies, has so long been propagated in this kingdom, that 
it cannot properly be omitted in an History of British 
Song Birds. At what time they were first introduced 
into England 1s not exactly known. GESNER, who wrote 
in 1383, makes mention of them; and ALDROVANDUS, 
in his Ornithology, printed at FRANKFORT, in the year 
1610, gives the first good description of them. Vid. 
vol. 3. Þ. 988. © 
What colour they are in their original native coun- 
try, 1s not clearly ascertained. Writers seem to concur 
in supposing them to be green and yellow, and to bear 
a near resemblance to our siskin, or aberdavine. Al- 
drovandus, in the place above cited, describing the 
Canarybird from Gesner, says, © Avis est vulgaris pari 
* magnitudine, rostro parvo et in acutum tendente : alarum, 
ce et caudæ pennis totis viridi color, &c. He has given 
2 small figure, which he calls canariamas, table 14, 
figure 31. It is, however, probable, the Canarybird 
was not known in England till after the time of Aldro- 
vandus, though Willughby, in his History of Birds, 
tells us, they were common enough in his time. 
But whatever they originally were, their colours 
are so much mingled and changed by domestication, 
and their number so greatly encreased, that to give 
particular descriptions, would be an almost endless, as 
well as unnecessary task. 
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NST AND EGGS OF THE CANARYBIRD. 
PLATE XXXVI. 


The nest 1 described was built in a . =_ 
the branch of a small-leafed myrtle. The general shape 


of the nest was the same as that of a linnet or goldfinch, 


round and handsome. The materials of which it was 
composed were such as had been brought in for the 

purpose by the gardener ; moss, wool, feathers, &c, 
which were all indiscriminately blended together, 
And the gardener told me, that if he brought her a 

little down, wool, or a few feathers; after she had be- 
gun laying, she would Place them on the outside, or 
round the brim of the nest, still enereasing it till the 


time she begun to sit. 
Three eggs were in the nest at the time I dh the 


drawing. They were white, spotted with small red 
spots. 


If the breeders Fe Canarybirds W e the 
rooms where they are kept with myrtles, or other sweet 
smelling shrubs, in which they might make their nests, 
and take care to keep the room clean and well aired, 


it would not only contribute much to the beauty and 


health of the birds, but would be more agreeable to 
nature, less trouble to the owner, and would afford 
greater gratification to the curious, than when they are 
confined in small, and perhaps, dirty * as is now 
in many places the custom. 

The food and song of the Canarybird are so gener- 
ally known, that nothing need be said of them here; 


only for the sake of the little pretty warblers, let me 
once more recommend sweet food, pure water, and a 


clean room. 
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THE SPOTTED FLY-CATCHER. 8 
PLATE XXXVII. 8 


1 * bill i is Slack, broad, and flat at the base, a and has ; 
7 rising angle along the upper cha. © 


The eyes are brown, the eye-lids white, the Weil 


round and naked. At the angles of the mouth are a few 


black hair-like feathers. - The head is of a perfect 


| mouse=colour, with a Small dark line down the middle 
of each feather. . The back is mouse-coloured, only 
- | a little inclining to red-brown” near the tail. The | 
tail is composed of twelve. N * of an uniform 1 
dark mouse-colouDr. 1 
Ihe first quill Kathe? are. the; same ier as the 2. 
tail, only the tips are a little pate. rt Re 1 
I be covert feathers are a : ok mouse-colour with . 
brown edges. TS, 
The cheeks above 1 . the eyes are white, 5 
Ihe throat and upper part of the breast are a dusk 
vhite, with brown touches down the middle of the 
feathers. 55 


The sides under the wings are a pale brown-red: 


The belly and feathers under the tail white. 


The legs, feet, and claws, small, and black. 


Ihe cock has a pretty sweet warbling song. He = 
sits on the branch of some tree, with his wings quiv- 

_ ering and half raised; when a fly approaches, he hops 

off to seize it, and Immediately returns to his branch, T 


and to his song. 


The Spotted Fly-Catcher is known in some places 5 


by the name * or Postbird. iD 
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NES T AND EGGS OF THE SPOTTED | 
___ FEY-CATCHER, 


ATE XXXVHI 


These birds build their nests in low places, amongst | 
trees, in fruit-gardens, or near some precipice, where 13 
they are secure from wind and weather. „ 
I he nest before me was built on the ledge of a rock, 

| overhung with trees and bushes. It was placed amongst, 
and partly hidden by, the ein leaves of the "WM f 


* harry wood-rush. © ps 


I We outside of the nest is 3 of various 
kinds of moss, grass, stubble, and stalks of dried plants, 
The inside, or lining, is made of the same materials, 
but softer and finer, and mixed with a few roots and 
black hairs. It is a loose mean structure. The di- 
ameter of the cavity is about two inches, the depth less 
than an inch. 5 * 
Six eggs were in this nest. They are land for the sine 
of the bird. The ground colour is white, and they are 
all over splashed with spots of a pale red. 7; 
The Fly-catcher is a bird of passage, comes to us 


about the end of April, and leaves us again in October. 


The cock ceases to sing about the end of June, His 
song has some resemblance of that of the blackcap, 
but his notes are fewer, less brisk, and less varied. 


The Fly-Catcher feeds on spiders, small N and 


various kinds of small flies. 


» Juncus sylvaticus. 
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MUSCICAPA ATRICAPLLA. 
Sgpyst. Nat. 326. 


111 PIED FLY-CATCHER, OR COLDFINCH, 
PLATE XXXIX. 


Thai bill is flat at the base, ridged : along the upper 
chap. In the cock wholly black; that of the hen 
dusky near the base. The eyes are brown. At the 


angles of the mouth are a few black bristles like feath- 
ers. The forehead is white. The' top of the head, 
the upper part of the neck, and the back, are black in 
the male bird, but of a dusky brown in the female. 


The covert feathers of the tail have white edges and 
tips in the male, not so in the female. 


In the bird before me, the first and second quill 


feathers of the wing are black, with dusky edges, ex- 


cept four of the last, which have their outer webs white. 
The first coverts are of a dusky black on their upper 


part, the lower part a pure white. 
The tail is black, only three feathers on each side 
have their outer edges white almost to the tip. 
The whole underside of the bird is a pure white in 


the male, in the female a dusky white. 


These birds are neatly figured by the late Mr. Ep- 
WARDS, in his ORNITHOLOGY, vol. 1. pl. go. but he 
has made the wings much too short and Soak 

In my birds, the wings reach within about half an 


: inch of the end of the tail. 


FRISCH, in a NATURAL HISTORY of Bix ps pu 
at BERLIN, has given an excellent figure of the male 


of this species. Vol. 1. plate 24. 
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NEST AND EGGS OF THE COLDFINCH, 
PLATE XL. 


The manners and haunts of these birds are similar 


to those of the last species. The nest I described was 


built in a fruit-garden, on the branch of an almond- 
tree, where it was well concealed behind ner branches 
then in flower. | 

The nest was loosely ban icated. The outside with 
moss, hay, small sticks, roots, &c. and lined with 
finer roots, hairs, and a few feathers. 

Five eggs were in the nest, all over of a pale bright 


blue colour. 
The cock sings in breeding-time, 3 on some 


branch not far from the nest. His song resembles that 


of the last species, but is more sprightly, and delivered 
with more spirit. 

The Coldfinch is a very SCArce bird in many parts 
of this kingdom. They sometimes visit us in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, but not regularly every year. 
They come to us in April, and depart with their 
young in September. 

In the year 1782, I sent a pair of these birds, very 
neatly shot, together with their nest and eggs, to Her 
Grace the late Duchess Dowager of Portland. Her Grace 
expressed a particular satisfaction and pleasure on 
receipt of them, and afforded them a place in her 
valuable and extensive museum. 5 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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